
Lone Oak United Methodist Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: January 19, 2026 

Members: P-Present, A-Absent 

           

P Allen Burnett P Ranee Gough P Don Taylor 
P David Cunningham- 

Lay Leader 
 

P Ginny Mann P Connor Williams 

P Diane Dodson P Lou Ann Newman   
P Jack Feiler P David Pope- Chair   

 

Minutes were taken by Lou Ann Newman and typed by Don Taylor.  David Pope formatted 
the notes. 

Guests: 

Agenda Items: 

Topic: Opening Prayer & Spiritual Formation 

Discussion: David Pope opened with prayer and the led the Spiritual Formation.  Bible 
verse used was 2 Timothy 5. 

 

Topic: General Ministry Update Connor Williams 

Discussion: Connor mentioned that there will be a meeting every other month with 
Washington Street Baptist Church to further the interaction with LOUMC.  Last year we 
donated the $1000.00 conference rebate our Church received from the conference to 
WSBC.  The warming center has been used a lot so far this year due to the cold weather we 
have been having.  WSBC has been needing help with the operations of their facility. 

Topic: Workings and Procedures of SPRC 

Discussion: David Pope passed out communications from Bishop David Graves.  The 
handout included: 

1. Duties and Responsibilities of the SPRC. 
2. Resources for the SPRC. 
3. Connection with the Discipleship Priorities. 



4. Calendar of Work. 
5. How to deal with church member’s concerns. 
6. David had also emailed the video from Bishop Graves to all members of the council.   

Topic: Review of LOUMC Council Covenant 

Discussion:  Allen Burnett made a motion to add a 10th item to the Covenant.  “We will 
maintain strict confidentiality of all matters and discussions regarding SPRC.”  LouAnne 
Newman seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  David Pope will make changes and 
members will sign at the February meeting. 

Topic: Review of 2026 Calendar 

Discussion:  Handout with Council meeting dates, town hall meeting and strategic 
planning meeting was handed out.  This was also emailed to each member too.  The town 
hall meeting for the TN-WK Foundation to present and discuss investment with the church 
will be March 22.  No meeting in May, Connor will be gone. 

Topic: Election of Chair of Trustees 

Discussion:  David Pope mentioned that it is suggested the Chair of the Council be elected 
as Chair of the Trustees so that all information comes to the same person.  Allen Burnett 
suggested that it should be a separate person as to not overwhelm the person. 

Motion: Jack Feiler moved to elect David Pope the Chair of the Council as the Chair of the 
Trustees.  The motion was seconded by Ranee Gough. Motion passed. 

Topic:  Council Accountability Review 

Discussion:  The review was led by David Pope.  The questions that were reviewed: 

1. Is the Council faithfully representing the Lord Jesus in word and deed? 
2. Is the Council properly executing its responsibility for the Guiding Principles? 
3. Is the Council following its Covenant as a group and individually? 
4. Is the Church Council properly supporting the pastor? 
5. Is the Council meeting all the elemental United Methodist organizational and 

leadership requirements? 

All questions were reviewed and the conclusion was we met all reviewed items. 

Topic: Budget Process 

Discussion: It was mentioned that there is still not a document posted about written guidelines 

for a budgeting process.  David Pope said he will follow through on this.  He had received 

information from Timm Fair (had been Church Treasurer) about a budgeting process.  David also 



mentioned that since Timm Fair has moved we need a new Treasurer.  Timm’s name will also 

need to be removed at the Paducah Bank as a person that can sign checks.  This will take a 

motion from the Council. 

Topic: Spiritual Formation and Communication List for 2026 

Discussion:  David Pope emailed and handed out copies of members assignments for each 

monthly meeting spiritual formation and communications to the congregation.  Spiritual 

formation should last 5-10 minutes.  If someone needs to swap months with other members, they 

may do so just let David know.   

Topic: Approval of December Meeting minutes 

Discussion: Allen Burnett moved to approve minutes.  Ranee Gough, second.  No discussion. 

Motion approved. 

Topic: Financial Review 

Discussion:  David Pope mentioned that he was pleased with how the church finished the year of 

2025.  We finished $6,237.24 to the positive for 2026 compared to -$28,909.86 in 2025.  Allen 

Burnett suggested we explore cheaper price for garbage pickup.  David Cunningham is checking 

prices on garbage pick-up. 

Topic: Old Business  

Discussion: Memorial Garden Cleanup. The weather has not cooperated to do any cleanup.  

Further discussion on having someone in charge of the Garden oversite.  Ranee Gough, LouAnne 

Newman and Ginny Mann have volunteered to be the committee to take charge of the Memorial 

Garden. 

Topic: Xfinity Phone System 

Discussion: David Cunningham gave update on phone system installation.  Comcast will soon 

be installing our new system date has not been set. 

Topic: Budget Items on Finance Report 

Discussion:  David Pope reported that he had gotten with Christi Summers (Church Finance 

Secretary) to make changes to line items and to move money to cover deficit in Building Fund.  

These items were approved in the October 2025 Council meeting. 

Topic: Handicap Door Access  

Discussion:  In relation to subject Jack Feiler had suggested back several Council meetings 

before in 2025.  David Pope said that Kirk Edwards was still in the process of getting 

information to the Council for further review.  

 



Topic: Dishwasher and Storage for Bazaar Items 

Discussion:  LouAnne Newman had 3 prices for a new dishwasher.  These were given to David 

Cunningham the Building and Maintenance Leader to bring back to the Council in February for 

consideration.  LouAnne also mentioned that storage for Bazaar Items was needed they are 

running out of space.   

Topic: Generative and Strategic Work for February 2026 Meeting 

Discussion: Items to be covered: 

1. Trustee’s review and update 

2. Easter Plans 

3. Buildings and Grounds Review and update 

Topic:  Communications to Congregation 

Discussion:  David Pope is responsible for communications of the January meeting. 

Motion to adjourn: David Cunningham motion and Ranee Gough 2nd. 

Closing Prayer:  David Pope 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Next Meeting: 

Motion to Adjourn: 

Closing Prayer 

 


