Lone Oak United Methodist Church
Church Council Minutes
DATE:  Monday, August 18, 2025, 6:00 pm – 7:20 pm
Members:  
	
	Allen Burnett
	P
	Ranee Gough
	P
	Freda Thompson

	P
	David Cunningham – Lay Leader
	P
	Ginny Mann
	P
	Connor Williams - Pastor

	P
	Kirk Edwards
	P
	David Pope - Chair
	
	

	P
	Jack Feiler
	
	Michelle Stroud
	
	



Guests: Buddy Church, Ray Bagwell, Suzie Bagwell
Agenda Items:
Topic: Opening Prayer & Spiritual Formation
Discussion:  David Pope opened the meeting with a prayer.   Ranee Gough presented spiritual formation based on “We Commit to Worship and Prayer”.

Topic: Goal Review and Accountability Conversation - Connor Williams
Discussion:   Seniors from the youth group were celebrated.  Staff evaluations are in progress with more appointments to be made.  Plans continue for the 120th year celebration. Tee shirts have been ordered. We will be collecting for the warming center. Connor and David Pope are developing the stewardship campaign for September.  A large amount of school supplies were collected, Jennie Beth and David Pope will get them to the school.
Our Charge Conference will be on September 28th.

Topic: Approval of Minutes
Jack Feiler made a motion to approve Council meeting minutes from July with second by Ranee Gough.
Action:    Motion passed.

	Topic:  Financial Review – Financial Report
	Discussion:  David Pope reviewed the financial report.  July ended with $6137 greater than expenditures.  Year to date $14,608 greater than expenditures. 

Topic: Memorial Garden
Discussion: Buddy Church discussed the Memorial Garden.  There are multiple plaques and stones representing families, individuals and ashes burial stones.   He pointed out that the Memorial Garden Description and Guidelines were not being followed and he voiced concerns about the condition landscaping.  The roses and some boxwoods need to be replaced.  Steve Ballard is getting information from Sanders for roses/shrubs.  Buddy recommends establishing a yearly schedule of care.  Currently there is $8900 in the Memorial Garden fund and additional amounts in the Memorial fund.
Freda Thompson made a motion to create a working committee consisting of David Pope, Ranee Gough, Ginny Mann, David Cunningham, and Buddy Church to develop a plan for current and on-going care of the Memorial Garden and to review and revise the Memorial Garden Description and Guidelines document.  Motion was seconded by Ranee Gough.
There was discussion on using professional service for care with a recommendation for working team to consider.
Action: Motion passed.

Topic: Building and Maintenance Updates
	Discussion: Purchasing paint for the kitchen and ceiling.  David Cunningham and Don Taylor will be painting.  
	
Topic: Update on Church Insurance
Discussion: The company will have someone to talk to the council next month regarding policy and premiums.  Expecting a 20% increase. ($3000 to $4000 increase to current policy).  

Topic: Fence on Highway
Discussion: Kirk Edwards made a motion to complete a permit with the transportation department to take down the fence along Highway 45 and clear the vegetation along the right-of-way.  Second by Ginny Mann.
Action: Motion passed.

Communication: Jack Feiler will give an overview of the meeting to the congregation on Sunday.

Next Meeting on Monday, September 15th at 6pm.  

Motion to adjourn by Kirk Edwards, second by Ranee Gough.
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.  

Respectfully submitted
Freda Thompson
