
Lone Oak United Methodist Church 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: 16 MAR 2026, 6:00 pm 

Members: P-Present, A-Absent 

 

 

P Allen Burnett P Ranee Gough P Don Taylor 

P David Cunningham- 

Lay Leader 

P Ginny Mann P Connor Williams 

P Diane Dodson P Lou Ann Newman   

P Jack Feiler P David Pope- Chair   

 

Guests:  None 

Agenda Items: 

Topic: Opening Prayer & Spiritual Formation  

Discussion: David Pope opened the meeting with prayer. Connor Williams discussed the history 

of St Patrick as Spiritual Formation. 

 

Topic: Leadership Equipping  

Discussion: David Pope - Trustees training from the Tennessee West Kentucky Conference web 

site includes a discussion on the use of our building for community events. United Methodist 

Insurance sources also are offered on the web site.  

Lou Ann Newman - A United Women of Faith (UWF) district representative, Jama Galloway, 

asked if the LOUMC UWF group would host their Spiritual Growth event on 25 April.  

David Pope - Since it is church-related, the UWF leadership only needs to check with Rachel 

Herzog and Connor Williams to ensure there are no calendar conflicts. The council was briefed on 

the building usage policy as stated on the LOUMC web site.  

Jack Feiler - We need to ensure our building usage guidelines are in accordance with Trustee 

requirements from the Bishops office.   

David Pope - We will review our church policies in our June meeting.  We want to see the 

building serve the church and community. 



We should have: 

 A.  a council that governs 

 B.  a pastor that lead 

 C.  a staff that manages 

 D.  a church the does ministry & not just have meetings. 

  

Topic: Review of New People 

Discussion: Connor Williams - Aaron Megibow has started coming.  He came and felt 

welcome, which led his mother, Laura, to begin attending.  Due to her being so welcomed, 

Laura’s roommate, Caryn, attended last Sunday.   

 

Topic: Goal Review and Accountability Conversation 

 

1.  How are we staying on top of active ministry?  

Connor Williams - We are asking for follow-up reports following every ministry event.  A 

new form has been made for this to review how we are doing.  In conversations with Jenny 

Beth Morehead, Todd Faulker, and Patty Fejes, they have been amazed at the support from 

the congregation during their recent situations. 

2.  Are we receiving participation from the congregation? 

Connor Williams - He feels we are doing well in hospitality and family kitchen, and 

“collecting things”.   However, we are lacking “active” ministries.  Connor wants a push to 

increase participation in Sunday School and perhaps a fill-the-pew Sunday.  He would like 

to see more participation in the church.   

David Pope - Sometimes it’s easier to do something yourself, than to get someone else to 

do it.   

3.  How would you describe the overall well-being of the church?   

Connor Williams - We are much healthier than we were right after covid.   However, there 

has been an uptick in pastoral counseling 



 

4.  How are we living into The Great Commission? 

 Connor Williams - We need to instill a culture of invitation.   

Allen Burnett - How many people view our online service?   

David Pope and Connor Williams - Not many watch the service live, but there are many 

hits during the week.  

 

Topic: Packet and Consent Calendar Items 

 

1.    February Meeting Minutes 

 

Discussion: Church Council Meeting minutes are kept in the church office.  SPRC minutes 

are secured in the pastor’s office. 

16 FEB 2026 SPRC meeting minutes: Correct the spelling of Lou Ann’s and Diane’s 

names. Motion to approve the February 2026 meeting minutes as amended: Allen Burnett; 

Second: Ranee Gough. Council approved.  

2.    Pastor’s Report - provided to council members by email 

3.    Financials - provided to council members by email 

4.    Bids for steam cleaning carpet - pulled out for additional discussion (below) 

Motion to approve packet & consent as ammended - Allen Burnett; Second - Ranee Gough 

Council approved. 

 

Topic: Generative and Strategic Work 

Discussion of any item pulled from Pack 

Steam cleaning carpet - 3 bids were received by David Cunningham.  Stanley Steamer gave 

a bid over the phone.  Servpro came out and bid $1901.13, using hot water steam cleaning.  

Morris Property Solutions - Gave a proposal for cleaning that uses a chemical process that 

is better for the carpet.   



Allen Burnett - Stanley Steamer and Servpro - He doesn’t have a high degree of confidence 

in that they know what kinds stains we have. 

Lou Ann Newman - We were told in the past that stains and soil on the type of carpet we 

have in the sanctuary do not come out well with a water cleaning system. 

David Pope - Stanley Steamer and Servpro use a water solution for cleaning 

Jack Feiler – Motion to accept the Morris Property Solutions “one-time” (as opposed to a 

quarterly) bid using a chemical cleaning solution; Second: Ranee Gough.   

Council approved. 

 

New Business- Two items were discussed in a separate SPRC meeting, following the 

routine council meeting. 

Building Walk-through- David Cunningham and Don Taylor 

An inspection was made of the building (within the sidewalk) on 10 March 2026 by David 

Cunningham and Don Taylor.  A checklist of items that need to be addressed was 

generated using the Bishop’s Trustee Viability checklist as modified for our specific 

property. The inspection concentrated on safety, cleanliness, corrective maintenance and 

routine maintenance.  The property is, overall, in very good shape and the items that were 

identified are already being addressed. 

Jack Feiler - What will be done with the large pile of brush on the hill in front of our 

property? 

David Cunningham - It will be burned once the burn ban has been cancelled. 

 

Other business 

Revisiting the previously tabled discussion of a dishwasher in the kitchen 

Discussion: Lou Ann Newman - one person said we need a dishwasher,  

Diane - The main usage of a dishwasher would be following funeral meals 

Connor Williams - likes the idea to cut down on consumables for meals 



David Pope - Prices on a residential unit are much cheaper. Let’s see what we can get out 

of our current, inoperative commercial dishwasher. 

Connor Williams - Do we want to get a residential dishwasher or commercial? 

Jack Feiler – commercial is unnecessary 

Ranee Gough, Diane Dodson, Lou Ann Newman, and Ginny Mann - residential 

Motion to get residential DW costing <$1500 – Lou Ann Newman; Second - Ranee Gough 

Discussion: Conner Williams - If the cost of the unit is not over $1500, three bids are not 

needed. 

Motion was approved (Jack Feiler - nay) 

David Pope - Connor Williams, Lou Ann Newman, and Diane Dodson will select a 

dishwasher and notify the Council of their purchase.  

Lou Ann Newman - Who is responsible for cleaning up after events? 

Connor Williams - The people holding the event, within reason, should clean up as much as 

possible. 

 

Topic: Communications  

David Cunningham will provide the Council’s meeting information to the congregation 

during the 22 March 2026 worship service. 

Decisions made tonight: 

1. Approved accepting the Morris Property Solutions “one-time” (as opposed to a 

quarterly) bid using a chemical cleaning solution. 

2. Approved motion to purchase a residential dishwasher costing <$1500   

Next meeting 20 April 2026 at 6pm.Topics will include (1) review of church finances and  

consideration of a stewardship campaign this fall and (2) the possibility for church council 

project. After April’s meeting, future meetings will be held every other month. 

 

Motion to adjourn: Lou Ann Newman; Second - Jack Feiler 

Closing Prayer - Connor Williams 


